Toni Sender
with organizing the work in the committee as far
as the tariff on industrial materials was concerned,
while the organization of the debate on all agricul-
tural tariffs was entrusted to me. It was an excellent
collaboration. Breitscheid, a very tall, slender person,
of handsome and distinguished appearance, was the
chairman of our parliamentary group. He is highly
intelligent and was the best debater in the house.
Free from any false pride, he was a good comrade
and friend. For a political leader in a country
like Germany, however, he was somewhat too sen-
sitive. In the tariff fight we both worked very hard
to organize our departments, meeting with great
zeal and co-operation from the other Socialists. We
saw to it that each deputy received all the necessary
information and documents pertaining to the aspect
of the tariff he was to discuss. It was feverish work,
but enthusiasm ran high. Not satisfied with the
material obtained by our research office, many of
our colleagues made thorough investigations for them-
selves.
The small Democratic group and the Communists
supported our fight, and often we gave them our
research material. But even our combined efforts
could not bring about a real discussion. The parties
of the government coalition, the Nationalists, the
People's party, and the Catholics, had made a pact
behind the scenes, and in order to carry it through
without a hitch their deputies were forbidden to enter
into discussion with us. They did not enjoy the right
to become convinced by our arguments; they could
only follow blindly. Only government officials had
the sad task of defending the proposed tariff and
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